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have faith in the eternal divinity of Jesus. He will leave it to criticism 
to pronounce upon them, though a criticism, as he insists, more unpre- 
judiced than that which is generally in evidence. He distinctly recognizes 
the limitations of Jesus, insisting that the gospels do not assign to him a 
higher knowledge than goes beyond the limits of his times and surround- 
ings (p. 197). "Nothing is more certain than that the gospels do not 
ascribe to him perfect omniscience during his career on earth" (p. 198). 
But this recognition of the more than merely physical limitations of an 
incarnation is farthest possible from a denial of the divine nature in Jesus. 
This appears clearly in his treatment of the atonement. Without attempt- 
ing to construct a systematic doctrine, Professor Weiss presents in a singu- 
larly illuminating way the place of sacrifice in the Old Testament religion 
and the parallelism between such a concept and that of the Pauline 
exposition of the death of Jesus. 

Yet the book is hardly the work of the present day. In a singular 
way it dates, as the author says, from fifty years ago. With all his splen- 
did exegetical and critical qualities, Professor Weiss does not write in the 
spirit of the historian. To appreciate this one has but to compare his 
work with that of Wernle. Each supplements the other, but neither is 
strictly constructive. To Professor Weiss the messianic and Logos inter- 
pretations of religion are not forms of thought, but actual realities (pp. 
252 if.), and he often fails to distinguish between the enveloping concept, 
or vocabulary, and the permanent truth. But this is the only serious 
general criticism one feels compelled to pass upon what is, in fact, 
a remarkably able work. 

_______ S. M. 

The Old Testament Story. By Mary W. Brownson, Vol. I, "The 
Patriarchal Age;" Vol. II, "The Development of the Nation;" 
Vols. Ill and IV in preparation. Boston: W. A.Wilde & Co. 
Each, $0.75. 
The writer of this series has undertaken, in a most devoted and con- 
scientious spirit, the task of weaving into a continuous, and supposably 
more attractive and readable, form the history and story contained in the 
Old Testament, for the purpose of familiarizing young people with the 
facts of the history as a basis for future study. The author writes from 
the most conservative position, but, granting that, to intensify the anthro- 
pomorphic character of the conception of God presented in the second 
creation story, by speaking of him as "bending over the earth" and 
"fashioning creatures by his own hand," in a literal sense, seems almost 
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inexcusable, from a pedagogical point of view. To describe the tones 
of the voices of Satan and Eve, as is done in the report of their conversa- 
tion, is to fix in the mind of the child impressions of the story which will 
detract from, rather than enhance, its spiritual value. 

The entire contents of the books of Exodus, Numbers, and Leviticus 
are represented as given to Moses on the mount, and the sacrificial cere- 
monial which they contain as fully carried out in the wilderness, the author 
apparently ignoring the fact that even conservatives agree that this elabo- 
rate ritual was not introduced into practice until a later period. The 
account given in Joshua, rather than that of Judges, is taken as a basis 
for the history of the conquest. 

While the purpose of these books is excellent, it is to be regretted that 
they should present without discrimination so many statements which chil- 
dren who read them will, as they grow familiar with the biblical literature 
at first hand, be forced to question as literal history. One cannot afford to 
ignore, even with young people, the great purpose of the writers of the Old 
Testament books, namely, to teach religion, and the extent to which this 
purpose influenced their choice and treatment of historical materials. 

G. L. Chamberlin. 

The University of Chicago. 
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